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ARMA Delegates Meeting Minutes 

 

Date: 15th of June 2022 
 

Chairman/President opens the meeting at 7:15pm AEST and 5:15pm AWST. 

 

Meeting Chair: Bruce Fenwick. 

 

Attendance and Apologies 
 

Attendance: Bruce Fenwick (NSW), Geoff Couper (WA), Peter Cole (WA), Roger Sheath (NSW), Ray 

Mackaway (NSW), Paul Ryan (WA), Jeff Trewick (WA), Richard Cooper (WA), Nesta Barr (WA), Derek 

Mikolaj (SA), Shane Rose (QLD), Tony Collins (QLD).  

 

Quorum achieved: Yes.  

 

Apologies: Michael Lake (WA), Malcolm Harrison (NSW), Bruce Brinkley (WA).  

 

Minutes of the Previous Meeting   18th of May 2022 
Accepted as tabled 

Moved: Geoff Couper     Seconded: Peter Cole 

Carried: Unanimously  

 

Business Arising: Nil 

 

Correspondence     
As per the presented statement. Inwards received and outwards endorsed. 

Moved: Geoff Couper      Seconded: Shane Rose  

Carried:  Unanimously  

Business Arising: Nil      

 

Treasurer’s Report     
As per attached report 

Moved: Peter Cole     Seconded: Jeff Trewick 

Carried:  Unanimously  

Financial report sent to delegates.   

Business Arising: Nesta states that it’s great to receive the Financial Statement.  
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Insurance Products Portfolio:    Tony Collins 

From Tony Collins: I haven't done a report as it is a moving target now. 

Our current policy expires at the end of the month, and we are in in the process of securing a new 

policy. 

We have had a preliminary proposal come back by our broker from the insurer from Sports Cover. We 

haven't progressed on it yet simply because we have had a significant 11th hour as we have had a 

very significant increase in our membership.  

We've had to resubmit our proposal documentation and our insurance declaration which is part of 

the process of getting revised for our new cover, we had to resubmit that, I’ve Just done that today.  

We now expect to have a final proposal late next week.  

I don't anticipate any changes to the scope of cover as it's been for the past couple of years 

We do expect an increase in the premium, but it's what we've planned for. 

We don't get the final documentation until the last day of the month, then we'll have certificates of 

currency ready to send out to ARMA members.  

I believe our members who are up to date with their membership fees will get those certificates of 

currency.  

The other question that's coming from various members is, is listing of interested parties on the 

certificates of currency, our practice to do it on a case-by-case basis when somebody needs an 

interested party added to their certificate of currency a request comes into ARMA, then we get the 

broker to reissue the certificate of currency with that interested party listed just for that club, but it 

doesn't go to all other clubs.  

When that happens, the insurer will usually ask what's the final financial interest of the said 

interested party, as an example, if we have a stand at a show then the interested party would be the 

event organiser and very clearly have a financial interest in what we're doing at the show but there 

might be others that are a bit more obscure so the insurers could ask questions and that might 

involve a bit of toing and froing but we would work our way through that as required. 

From Bruce Fenwick, we have had a request from an interested party, which is the National 4x4 Show 

(NSW), and the promoter has requested a certificate of currency, Tony is handling that on behalf of 

the promoter. We've got the details to add to that certificate. 

Andy Bayley (TLCCWA) added to the insurance portfolio as titled ‘Insurance Officer ‘.  
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Paul Ryan questions, verbal rough amount not written – 15% increase? You said you've got a 

preliminary notification from the insurer be it verbal; did that have an amount? 

Answer by Tony Collins, there was roughly a 15% increase, that is the environment we are in now, it's 

extremely hard to get insurance at all for associations like us. 

A very large National Caravan Association has just been recently told by their current insurer that 

they're not interested in continuing to insure them. So, it's a very difficult market for us. 

Bruce Fenwick proposes that ARMA influences an MJOC member to join in with ARMA’s insurance 

portfolio.  

Bruce Fenwick request of Roger Sheath the membership numbers for insurance – Roger states in 

round figures, 7,500 (187 Clubs). Tony has gone back the insurer with double last years numbers.  

Tony Collins expresses that; can I just add that there still could be a hiccup or two going through this 

process simply because of such a significant increase of membership?  

I've had to explain to the broker why such an increase wouldn't be totally unusual.  

I said we're a growing organisation in terms of 4wding as we have one state body, state associations 

in 4wd Queensland that are members of ARMA and I said over time we hope to attract other state 

bodies, be it for drivers or other motorised recreational interests and even when that happens, there 

will be significant change in memberships.  

The broker believes that was a reasonable story to tell the insurer but there could still be some 

queries come back. 

Action item: Peter Cole: As soon as you get any indication of what the final cost is going to be, could 

you just shoot me a quick note please? I just want to be on top of it in terms of the cash flow. 

Tony Collins. Absolutely Peter, what I expect to get is an invoice which there will be an insurance 

schedule or in fact two of them for each of our different insurances and accompanied with those will 

be two invoices. As soon as I get them, I'll email them to you and give you a call. 

In closing, 

Derek Mikolaj - I just like to say thank you Tony for the tremendous amount of work you put into this. 

It's very good. 

In response to Derek from Tony, thank you, but I'm not on my lonesome here, the rest of the team 

have really been putting in an effort too.  

Nesta Barr, and Tony, Andy Bailey who has put his hand up to support you is a past club president 

from TLCCWA, so you've got the top of the wazza there. 
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Vehicle Standards Portfolio:    Miles Brennan 

Michael Lake (WA), Lachlan Minchin (NSW), Miles Brennan (QLD), fella from MJOC (Vic).  

Secretary waiting on contact details for Lachlan from Bruce Fenwick has a representative from 

Victoria Melbourne Jeep Owners Club. Planning to arrange a ZOOM meeting with the following 

States, WA, Vic, NSW, and QLD. 

Volunteer Projects Portfolio:    Bruce Brinkley 

Nothing to report 

Land Management Portfolio:    Malcolm Harrison 

As per the Land Management Report.  

Harvey Dam – Day use only now.  

Nanarup Beach – as per the Albany Shire restrictions to the lagoon. And the interactive online map 

that has been created to identify where beaches are still accessible and not just limited to Nanarup 

Beach.  

Interactive access mapping, Shire of Albany. Click here!   

Wilbinga Shacks Crew, Wilbinga Conservation Park – Another wreck removed that was burnt down, 

Toyota Prado. Requested Parks and Wildlife Services to grade Wilbinga Road, meeting being 

arranged with Parks and Wildlife Services and the Wilbinga Shacks Crew, discussion on 4wd 

rationalisation.   

Bruce Fenwick contributes to the Land Management Report. 

I'm going to jump in on the topic of the Gardens of Stone Eco Park.  

I spoke to Brendan today from the Motorcycle Council of New South Wales, I gave him a quick call.  

And they'd sent me some information about there is a change in their committee and there's a 

change of view of the older committee.  

ARMA is still on this committee’s agenda, they are slowly getting rid of the friends of Craig Thomas 

across the table, so, that's a good thing, and while I was talking to Brendan he said to me, did you 

get Malcolm Harrison to send me this draft submission that I was working on? No, I haven't spoken 

to Malcolm in a week or two.  

I know Malcolm has been working on a draft submission, I know also last night on the ARMA 

Facebook page I shared the Motorcycle Council of New South Wales petition up on our page and I 

said, put a note up there saying please everybody, get on board as MCC New South Wales are doing 

a tremendous job on this.  

https://albanywa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=4d66009cac484c999836e5ca859d54db
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Malcolm happened to send an email today to the Motorcycle Council of New South Wales that he's 

still working on the draft management plan within which includes what we call singular wheel tracks, 

which is basically four-wheel drive tracks in the Newnes and Gardens of Stone Eco area.  

So of course, they're chuffed, absolutely chuffed that we're still working on something, Malcolm has 

been working on the draft management plan all year.  

They're now going to come back to the table and start working with us on it.  

Essentially, if we have a look at the existing draft management plan that's been released for the 

Gardens of Stone National Park, it's about 200 pages of waffle and the 200 pages pretty much says I 

don't care about 4wdriver, caravaners as hikers, BMX riders, whatever you are.  

We the government has already made our minds up on that, and this is what we're going to do in 

this area.  

But please send some submissions and we'll ignore them and that's how they're going to work in 

that region. They made up their mind years ago. They've got budgets in place.  

I got an email from someone last week telling me the budgets have already been put in place for 

that region and approved.  

So going for a draft submission from the public when budgets have already been approved?! 

it is 100% lip service, but having said that, with the Gardens of Stone Eco Park, it's going to be a 

better use for the environment, at the moment there is a lot of people on the loose in that area 

doing what they please, there's a lot of rubbish, there's a lot of unregistered trail bike riders there on 

weekends, there are a lot of animals killed out there, they’re shot with arrows and guns by people in 

those areas.  

It's a big, big, big area and they have not been able to manage or enforce for years. This is not a 

surprise.  

Linda and I were up at the New England area.  

Barrington Tops Wilderness area, police and National Parks were up there on Saturday and Sunday 

doing exactly what they did over Easter in the Victorian High Country and pinging every 4wdriver 

and every trial bike rider, they could get going in and out of the park, for suspension lifts, wide tyres 

and so on.  

There was a big push out there on the weekend again, so it appears that New South Wales Police has 

also gone into these areas and are following suit of Victorian Police for going into the conservation 

areas and trying to get as many illegal activities out of there as they can.  

We'll see a lot more of this on the different Facebook pages, these areas where they're going to start 

whinging about what's happening in different areas.  
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Membership Portfolio:     Roger Sheath 

ARMA now has 187 member clubs.  

Clubs that still need to follow up with their membership fees are listed as follows. 

• Eastern Goldfields 4wd Club 

• Red Dog 4wd Club 

• Coburn 4wd Club 

• Perth 4wd Club 

Announcement, the National Association of Caravan Clubs (NACC) https://www.nacc.asn.au are now 

members of ARMA.  

Kimberly Caravan Club maybe joining ARMA separately.   

Bruce Fenwick asks; Have we lost any clubs, and have we gained other clubs that the table may not 

know about as ARMA members? 

Roger: Only lost a couple from South Australia and picked up a 4wd club in the ACT - 

https://act4wdclub.org.au.  

Shane Rose asks Nesta Barr if she could forward ARMA information to all the other Toyota Land 

Cruiser Clubs Australia wide as an open invitation to ARMA.  

Action Item; Nesta agreed to follow up on Shane’s request.   

The National Toyota Land Cruiser Club that is based in NSW will be at a stand at the National 4x4 

Show in Sydney at the Sydney Show Grounds.  

In support of membership, Roger Sheath raises the topic of training considering NACC query about 

towing and education.  

Geoff Couper elaborates that vocational education is quite broken nationally and it has been for 

some time.  

So, for ARMA to influence training packages is to be recognised as an industry key stakeholder to 

support many member groups of ARMA that currently hold an RTO status such as 4wd Queensland.  

The question is, which industry training package? 

• Transport and Logistics - TLIS, 

• Resource and infrastructure - RII, 

• Forestry – FWP. 

https://www.nacc.asn.au/
https://act4wdclub.org.au/
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The three units related to outdoor recreation 4wding has been suspended and no longer exist, but 

those three units were the most comprehensive units available, the others do lack content.  

For towing however, caravanning, campers, horse floats and then training for motorbikes, Quads, 

Side by Sides the training package content is handled by the industry of agriculture.   

To have ARMA delegate members on each one of these different industry skills councils is simply 

unrealistic, even unattainable and what would a motorised recreation organisation have influence of 

say mining and exploration in the RII units?  

However, there remains an opportunity to bring all units of competencies related to motorised 

recreation under the umbrella of only one industry, that being sport and recreation, outdoor 

recreation. By achieving this, it gives the peak body of peak bodies direct influence over a training 

package, time to align motorised recreation training across the industry sectors.  

Question about training was raised with a conversation between Roger Sheath and NACC.  

ARMA has successfully been recognised as a key player consulting with sport and recreation industry 

skills council.  

Further discussion soon on how ARMA can contribute to the training sector / arena as an example, 

reduced insurance premiums if training has been undertaken.   

Nesta Barr: Not sure who to direct this to, but TLCCWA have received an invoice and paid for the 

insurance and membership of ARMA.  

You have flagged here that the insurance might increase, but we've already paid so will there be 

another invoice, or will it be absorbed or? 

Answer Peter Cole, at a management committee meeting two months ago a decision was made to 

change the membership and insurance fee’s structure.  

We no longer have a split between affiliation and insurance, what we've done is we've set ourselves 

a figure and that figure is for membership, the insurance cost, and an operating cost to ARMA.  

So, to advise people at an early opportunity, we made our estimation. The figure that you have got 

which you paid, came through the bank today, that's the figure for the next year. 

If we find that we have estimated too low, then we will address that next year when we set the 

membership rates again, but you won't get another bill. 

Bruce Fenwick, there is an amendment to that Nesta, and we should be a little bit more public about 

this, what we do at ARMA is we guesstimate and because we must have the numbers that you don't 

have by June 30th.  



Australian Recreational Motorists Association 

 
 

P.O. Box 7451 Baulkham Hills BC, Baulkham Hills, NSW 2153 
A.B.N. 85 836 018 195 - INC1901664 

https://www.arma.net.au 
Page 8 of 11 

 

The first thing we do is we guesstimate the numbers as best we can and then we add a slush fund, 

we buy more insurance than we need. 

The reason we buy more insurance than we need is so when your club has some visitors on a guest 

sign in on a guest log on the trip and you have another 10% members, those folks are covered by the 

insurance as a registered guest within your constitution and your bylaws that states that person can 

be there.  

We don't want to see 150 guest members with your club, if you had an event that had a dozen 

members there and two or three guests, we cover those guests as they'll be on that trip report, but 

no, we won't hit you with another bill. 

Website IT:       Paul Ryan 

Paul Ryan mentions he has managed to gain access to the file that holds all the passwords to the 

website APPS and now the APPS that are considered obsolete or not it use will be dealt with 

accordingly as agreed to by the management committee.  

Secretary requests Jeff Trewick and Andy Bayley to obtain ARMA dedicated email addresses, request 

approved by the management committee and delegates unanimously.  

Paul Ryan gives an outline to the delegates as to what posts on ARMA’s Facebook page is generating 

the most interest.  

Paul talks about how best to use social media, all social media platforms and not just that of ARMA, 

but all the members of ARMA to get loud about projects, be it adoption projects, special projects, 

replacing fences, even the repairing of structures that have the potential to open new areas for 

recreation.  

At the ground level, rangers do appreciate the volunteer efforts as some have stated that the 

volunteer efforts make them look good in the publics eye. We need to be across all the demographic 

platforms of Motorised Recreation and the recreational activities that support Recreational 

Motorists.  

It is a competitive arena obtaining public interest on social media in that there are stiff competitors 

such as commercial organisations, they’re using social media as a marketing tool to promote 

themselves portraying what is deemed to be some pretty ordinary practices that would raise the 

eyebrows of many land managers.  

Land managers perception of what they believe to be bad practices, without having a trained eye 

based on real life practical knowledge, experiences, and abilities, will eventually lead to land 

managers arriving at negative attitudes, such attitudes resulting in outcomes of minimal land access  

Paul mentions he has been away on a bit of an extended 4wd trip and that he has a bit to catch up 

on.  
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General Business:      All 

Perth 4wd Show 

Jeff Trewick mentions the offer for ARMA to join the Isuzu 4wd Club at the Perth 4wd Show in 

November of 2022.  

Bruce Fenwick request to take the requested topic off the table and speak with Jeff later one on one 

with the option to raise this topic at the next management meeting. 

Sydney National 4x4 Show – 22nd to the 24th of July.   

Bruce Fenwick gives a brief outline of the Sydney National 4x4 Show (SN4X4S) progress being held in 

the Sydney Showgrounds and how ARMA is getting involved along with many others.  

Jayco, Patriot campers are major sponsors, a lot of people are onboard.  

ARMA is going to be a proud sponsor of the SN4X4S. 

ARMA insurance Broker will be at the show to answer any questions of ARMA insurance.  

Bruce is in talks with the insurers for the Victorian 4x4 Show of which the Victorian State Association 

are Co-Sponsors. 

The National Toyota Land Cruiser Club that is based in Sydney will be at the Sydney Show.    

From Bruce, The Show promoter asked me how I felt about him reaching out to independent clubs, 

different clubs, and our exact words where we will welcome them, get them all there, the more 

exposure for all the clubs the better.  

The Show promoters have got some of the independent female clubs coming along such as the Red 

Dirt Diaries, they're going to be there as well.  

I will be reaching out to all of you delegates to ask for your permission for your logos for all your clubs’ 

to be used in a banner that we'll be putting within the ARMA tent at the show. 

Because we'd like to show that it's not about the Association ARMA, we'd like to show it's about the 

member clubs and groups. 

Fraser Island Clean up – State Association QLD – Shane Rose. 

Brilliant effort by all those volunteers involved with 8 tonnes of rubbish extracted with 400 plus 

volunteers over a 4-hour period – Fraser Island.  

85% of the rubbish was not left on the island by visitors but washed up onto the Island from the 

Pacific Ocean.  

The event is a bit of a mixture of leisurely recreation over a weekend with only 4 hours spent on the 

clean-up by various clubs and groups with social activities arranged over the course of the weekend’s 

festivities.  

The event is run by a full committee dedicated to pre-event, event and post event organisation with 

all key stakeholder parties consulted with over a 3-month period.   
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QLD Four Wheel Drive and all its affiliated clubs, job well done, thanks.  

South Australian Chapter 

Derek Mikolaj gives an outline as to where SA State Association is presently with Bruce stating that 

ARMA is here to support South Australian members of clubs and groups no matter what the 

animosities are between clubs, state, and national associations.  

Given the animosities, ARMA is not interested in negatively driven political issues between whoever, 

ARMA recognises that everyone wants the same thing and is prepared to work through anything that 

will bring everyone to the table working together amicably.  

Sponsorship for ARMA – Toyo Tyres.  

Shane Rose has a rather long, long, long chat about Toyo Tyres Sponsorship and ARMA considering 

taking on a CEO someday, eventually.  

Shane made mention he WILL contact Toyo Tyres and here they are...  https://www.toyotires.com.au 

– contact details https://www.toyotires.com.au/contact-us just for Shane to have a chat to them 

about possible sponsorship.  

Moved: Shane Rose 

Seconded: Bruce Fenwick 

Moved by EVERYONE!  

On a serious note, Bruce Fenwick mentioned that he had a conversation with Roger Sheath about 

membership and they agreed that ARMA will not increase revenue by membership fees alone, so 

sponsorship is incredibly important to support the ARMA membership.  

Vice President position introduction.  

Management and Delegates welcome Jeff Trewick from the Isuzu 4wd Club of WA as ARMA’s latest 

Vice President.  

Congratulations follow.  

 

All Tracks 4wd Club – Breton Bay WA. 

https://www.toyotires.com.au/
https://www.toyotires.com.au/contact-us
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Meeting closed at: 7:20pm AWST and 9:20pm AEST.  

 

Next delegates meeting: Wednesday the 20th of July 2022. 

 

Start times (Daylight saving has ended for some States and Territories).  

 

  

• Adelaide  6:30pm  ACDT  UCT + 9:30 

• Brisbane  7:00pm  AEST  UCT + 10 

• Canberra  7:00pm  AEDT   UCT + 10 

• Darwin   6:30pm  ACST  UCT + 9:30 

• Hobart   7:00pm  AEDT  UCT + 10 

• Melbourne 7:00pm  AEDT  UCT + 10 

• Perth  5:00pm  AWST  UCT + 8 

• Sydney  7:00pm  AEDT  UCT + 10 
 

ACDT   Australian Central Daylight Time 

AEST   Australian Eastern Standard Time 

AEDT   Australian Eastern Daylight Time 

ACST  Australian Central Standard Time 

AWST  Australian Western Standard Time 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Chair: Bruce Fenwick 

 

Signed:  

 

 

Minutes by Geoff Couper 


